
Confusing the Gospel - 1 

“People aren't confused by the Gospel. They're confused by us. Jesus is the only way to 

God, but we are not the only way to Jesus. This world doesn't need my tie, my hoodie, my 

denomination or my interpretation of the Bible. They just need Jesus. We can be passionate 

about what we believe, but we can't strap ourselves to the Gospel, because we are slowing it 

down. Jesus is going to save the world, but maybe the best thing we can do is just get out of 

the way. ”   -Casting Crowns 

Put the above quote posted for the class to see right at the start of class. 

Begin class by discussing the quote: 
Meaning of quote: Sometimes the problem of us spreading the gospel (Great Commision) is that we 
confuse it by portraying a false gospel to people. 
 

➔ Do you agree or disagree?  There are verses that can back up both sides of this debate.  What 
are the pros/cons of each side?  Can we think of examples that will connect with each side? 

 
➔ Turn to a partner and discuss: What is the message of the gospel?  If you were telling 

someone in a sentence or two, what would you define as the gospel? 
◆ Students may be tempted to mention salvation based on actions; answer that have to 

do with human choice are incorrect.  The gospel message is forgiveness and salvation 
because of what Jesus did for us on the cross, our actions are what follow. 

 
Our goal: better understand how to live a life that is not confusing to the message of the gospel. 
 
If we become stagnant in our growth in Christ, we will eventually become confused about how the 
message of scripture connects with the culture we are surrounded by in the world around us. 
 
Luke 7:36-50 
 
Textual Questions: 

➔ Why is the sinful women coming to Jesus? She recognizes what He can do for her, and she is 
grateful 

➔ What is she risking? She knows she is walking into a Pharisee's’ house.  She knows she is 
going to be judged harshly by Simeon, but she has confidence enough to push past that 
judgement. 

➔ What is the message Jesus is getting across in this encounter with Simeon and the woman?  
 
Discussion Questions: 

➔ In our Christian life do we put others in a box as if they’re too sinnerful to come to Jesus? 
Why? 

➔ As older christians in the faith do we just go with the motions? Look at verses 44 and 47 
➔ Where is your heart in relation with jesus today? Nearer to Simon or the sinful woman? 
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➔ Simon was so judgemental that it would have been easy to allow the fear of his judgement to 
keep the sinful woman away from seeing Jesus. What kinds of judgement are so heavy in the 
world that we shy away from Jesus? 

 
Paul shows that he is insignificant to spread the message of Christ.  Just as the woman in Luke 7 is 
insignificant.  What things does Paul mention that were not in his control, but God’s control?  Search 
for these things as we read Ephesians 3:1-14. 
Mystery through revelation, insight to Christ, the Spirit, grace,  
 

➔ According to Paul, what is our purpose, and who are we in Christ? 
Make plain the mystery; approach God with freedom and confidence. 
 
Compare Paul to the sinful woman.  In order to find Christ, they had to approach Jesus with 
confidence.  Confidence in His power, but also in His acceptance. 
 
The messages I read on social media do not show confident Christ followers.  James 1 tells us to stay 
unstained from the world.  1 John will say be separate from the world.  What I see is Christians who 
take pieces of the gospel message and pieces of the worldly message, and seek to fuse them 
together.  This can be in words, but more in actions, appearance, and attitude. 
 
How do we continue to grow in Christ?  Be confident in what we read in the message of the Gospel 
and live for His purpose.  Here are a few confusing messages we portray to the world around us as 
we process to be Christ followers: 

● God doesn’t say accept the sin of homosexuality.  He says to realize its a difficult sin, and fight 
those desires. -Romans 1:26-28 

● God doesn’t say don’t use medications and the gifts I have blessed to you through medical 
discovery, He says believe He am stronger than any idol that could control your life, but live as 
healthy as you possibly can so you can be strong for His sake.  -2 Corinthians 12:10 

● God doesn’t say stand up for women’s rights. He says stand up for all people, no matter who 
they are.  This doesn’t make us more important than others…  -Deuteronomy 10:17 

● He doesn’t say to encourage others to “be true to you”.  God says “be true to me!”  “Live for 
me, not for you”.  We need to see Christ as more important than ourselves. -Luke 9:23 

 
Here is where it is difficult:  In order to portray the gospel correctly, and not present a confusing 
message to the world around us, we are going to have to live different.  We have to seperate the 
message of the world with the message of the gospel. 
 

➔ This does not mean we are forced to feel alone.  Can you use the power of others to 
encourage you toward a life fully committed to Christ? 
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